Hamilton Island State School — Learn and Grow Together

Hamilton Island SS acknowledges the traditional Ngaro people on whose lands it stands.

Community Newsletter — Issue #5 — Term 1 - 2018

Dear Parents/Community Members,

Today our school participated in the national day of action against bullying and violence. Our
school leaders were busy filming our students’ views and created a mini video that has been
uploaded onto our school website and Facebook page. Bullying prevents schools from being
what they should - welcoming places of growth and learning. Hamilton Island State School
sees having a positive and social school culture as key to successful and happy students and
that is why we have joined hundreds of other schools around the country this week as we
say ‘No Way!” to bullying.

Is it Rude, Is it Mean, or is it Bullying?
Rude = Inadvertently saying or doing something that hurts someone else.
Mean = Purposefully saying or doing something to hurt someone once (or maybe twice.)

Bullying = Intentionally aggressive behaviour, repeated over time, that involves an imbalance
of power.

Year 5/6 Camp — Capricorn Caves

That was easily the best camp ever!! The students behaved extremely well and the bus
driver was by far the greatest bus driver the school has ever had. A big thank you to Mrs
McCullough and Troy Martin for keeping me in line and making sure the students had the
time of their lives.
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The school attendance rate is starting stabilise in the mid 90% range, which is a solid figure.
Our aim is to be 95% or better. The staff and | do appreciate parents calling or emailing
through when their children are going to be absent.

Wednesday, March 28 will be the last Assembly for the term and this is when we will be
handing out our silver badges for attendance. To receive a badge students need to have an
attendance rate of 90% or better. Parents will be informed before the assembly if their child
is getting a badge.



Singing Lessons

An expression of interest is open to all students who would like to participate in Singing
Lessons next term. Lisa Staddon is kindly giving up an afternoon to fill the airways of the
school with the soothing sounds of children in harmony. If you are interested in this service
please email so we can gauge numbers and therefore lock in a day and
place.

Assembly

There will be two special assemblies before the end of term — Wednesday March 21 at
2.30pm and Wednesday March 28 at 2.30pm. All are welcome.

Japanese Corner

The Year 5/6 Class is studying Japanese this year. The School of Distance Education at
Charters Towers provides this great service. The students have been learning greetings,
introductions and numbers. If you see one of our senior students around you should ask
them to teach you a few phrases.

Student Council News

Legendary Chinville News Network anchorchin Bon Rurgundy is looking for his next news
story. Will you answer the call? On Friday March 23 the student council will run a fun pack
day for the World’s Greatest Shave. We are aiming to raise $200 for the Leukaemia
Foundation. There’s no need to get your hair cut, we will have plenty of coloured hair spray
for anyone who would like to donate. Mr McCullough has kindly donated his head to be
shaved! The more money the shorter it will be! Please see Mrs McCullough for more
information.

Leukaemia Foundation
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Reading at Home
Visualising

There is an old saying that a picture is worth a thousand words. When it comes to
comprehension, this saying might be rephrased, “a visual display helps readers understand,
organise and remember some of those thousand words”. (Duke and Pearson - 2002)

Visualising is when the reader uses their prior knowledge and experiences to create a
mental image of what is happening in the text. Visualising is also sometimes called “the
movie in your head”. It may be helpful for some readers to actually close their eyes and
imagine what is being read. Everyone creates their own unique mental images, there is no
right or wrong image, but readers must use the clues in the text to help them. Visualising
helps the reader connect to what they are reading and in turn supports comprehension of
the text.

Language used when visualising can include:

LY Y& YAYR L Oly &aSS X

L Oy AYIF3IAYyS X

CtKS Y2O0AS AY Yé KSIFIR akKz2gax
| can hear (smell, taste, feel) tke

The Reading Comprehension Strategy of Questioning is an important strategy used when
the reader asks questions before, during and after reading a text. Questioning plays a part
in the process of self-monitoring as readers ask themselves, “Does what | read make
sense?”

Encouraging students to become aware of asking themselves questions about what they are
reading helps them to remain engaged with the text. It provides a purpose for reading and
gives the reader a reason to stop and clarify meaning for understanding.

Language we use when asking questions:

| wonder why, where, when, how, if, who ...
What is going to happen next?

What is the author trying to tell me?

Do | already know something about this topic?

School Improvement Agenda

We are committed to the successful learning and well-being outcomes for all students. Our
improvement agenda for 2018 focuses on the rapid improvement of writing across all Key
Learning Areas. Our staff will be engaged in Professional Learning at school and on the
mainland so that we can build our capacity to deliver explicit, fun and effective learning
experiences.



Proserpine SHS Year 6 Transition Dates 2018

First Transition Day - 7 June (Thursday) Cannonvale State School + Bloomsbury + Islands
Year 6 Parent Nights - 9 August (Thursday), 18 October (Thursday)

Second Transition Day - 30 August (Thursday) All students

Final Transition Day - 10 December (Monday) All students
(More information to come)

P&C News

Just a quick reminder that every Monday between 8.30 and 9.00 is now the designated time
for buying uniforms. If you need to purchase uniforms outside this time please ring the
school to arrange a suitable time. Additionally, we are looking for 2" hand uniforms to be
stored here at the school for emergency use. If you have any old uniforms that are not
needed, please bring them in and drop them off to Mr McCullough.

Tuckshop
A reminder that every Wednesday morning before class time, our P&C will be taking

tuckshop orders. Unfortunately we cannot take any late orders. The tuckshop will be
delivered 1%t break on Thursday.

Tuckshop Menu

Sausage Roll

Pie (any type)

Vegemite Scroll

Bacon and Cheese Scroll

Ham and Cheese Sandwich/Roll
Chicken and Cheese Sandwich/Roll
Egg and Lettuce Sandwich/Roll
Salad Sandwich/Roll

Quiche — Spinach and Cheese / Cheese
and Bacon
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